
Over the Years Faith at Work 

and Answers to Prayer at  

LaSalle/BayPark 

By David B. Hamilton 

This presenta,on is Historical with emphasis on Faith growth 
and answers to prayer within both the church and the 
congrega,on. No names are given, other than some early 
pastors, as the emphasis is not on people except as answers to 
prayer and I wouldn’t want to leave anyone out. 

First Seven Years 

1955 Floyd and Daphne Shillington felt need for an Evangelical 
influence in LaSalle Park area, and the recent forecasted start of 
building in Henderson Place and Lakeland Acres. Believing this 
they went out on Faith and purchased two adjoining proper,es 
along Henderson Blvd between Lakeview and McEwen Dr. 

 A Parsonage was built in 1955, and services were started in the 
basement with the Pentecostal churches.   

Subsequently it was operated: 

1956-1958 Fellowship Home Missions 

1958-1959 AGC Church 
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In 1959 the FEBC again assumed responsibility.  In the Summer 
of 1960 Paul Kerr, a summer bible student served as pastor 
followed in the fall by Nelson Trafford as first full ,me Pastor 
under FEBC.  

In1961 the Shillingtons saw that their faith and prayers had 
been answered and signed over the deeds to the two 
proper,es to LaSalle Park Bap,st Church, and the Church 
building was begun. As funds were not forthcoming from the 
banks, Building Cer,ficates were prepared and sold to Families 
suppor,ve of the endeavour. Cer,ficates covered the $41,000 
needed. This again was an answer to prayer and a step in faith 
on behalf of the Cer,ficate holders. 

In September 1962 Nelson Trafford resigned and in October 
Clair Hofste^er assume the role of Pastor. 

From 1962-July 1971 under the leadership of Clair Hofste^er 
the church began to stabilize and slowly grow. Clair and the 
local Padre of the United Church had a friendly compe,,on 
going as to who would first welcome newcomers to Henderson 
Place, Lakeland Acres or Audan Park. This compe,,on created a 
posi,ve Chris,an influence in the community as well some new 
a^endees to both churches. In 1968 about five families from 
the downtown First Bap,st Church felt the call to move and 
support the LaSalle Park church. This gave the church a real  
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Boost, an answer to prayer to the small group. Not only did they 
immediately help within the church but their Chris,an influence 
both in their workplace and community resulted in other new 
a^endees.  As a note, because of two workplace colleagues of 
mine, Joan and I decided to move from our church in town so 
we could be part of this church’s influence in the community we 
had recently moved to. At that ,me the morning adult 
a^endance was about 45. Over the next 3 years the Lord 
blessed the effort, and the result was a growth to about 125 
resul,ng in the need to remove the Nursery from the back to 
accommodate the crowd.  It was because of this growth that in 
July 1971 Clair Hofste^er submi^ed his resigna,on as he felt his 
gid as a church planter here was done and he needed to move 
on to a new challenge.  This came totally unexpected to the 
congrega,on, and we were once again in need of a new pastor. 
We elected a search team and prayed about what we should do 
in the interim.  We prayed for someone who could give us the 
faith and lead us into the next phase of our journey. The answer 
came in a very unusual and again, an unexpected way 

Our Interim Pastor Dr John Thiessen 

We were directed to a re,red minister who was currently 
living in the Adirondacks’ home of the Von Trapp Family of  
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‘Sound of Music’ fame and guiding tours to the Holy Land. It 
turns out he was taking a break from the Tours and was willing 
to take on the role of Interim Pastor. And what a find he was! 
He was an expert in several fields: 

-He held two doctorates, one an MD and had been 
asked to observe in Texas, the first heart transplant in 
North America.                                                                 

-He was known as the ‘Billy Graham Evangelist’ of 
Europe speaking to crowds of over 200,000. 

-He spoke 11 languages fluently 
-He had been a missionary in Asia Pacific 
-During WWII he was a member of the French 
Underground and operated for 3 years an 
underground radio sta,on across the street from the 
Japanese Headquarters in China.  Captured he was 
tried and sentence to death, had his last meal when 
the bomb hit Hiroshima and the walls of the prison 
broke and like Paul, he did not wait for his release 
papers. 

I give this resume because throughout all this he had 
demonstrated a strong Faith and his desire was to ins,ll that 
Faith in all of us at LaSalle Park. He said ‘God had never let him 
down’ no ma^er the paths he led him into and he was going to  
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demonstrate that to us so we could move forward in Faith. A 
few weeks into his dynamic ministry our congrega,on either 
came upstairs from Sunday School or entered the church to find 
standing room only. It appears Dr Thiessen had been driving 
past the Catholic church in Amherstview and no,ced on the 
board that they were having a Bible Study.  He entered, 
par,cipated and within a few weeks was leading the study. As a 
result, the Catholic church cancelled its 11:00 Mass so the 
congrega,on could a^end the service at LaSalle Park.  When we 
marvelled at that he said “I’ve just shown you what Faith can do 
in a way you never expected. Now go out to your community 
and do likewise. God can do miracles today.” As an interes,ng 
aside, the children from Junior church asked to remain in the 
service.  His ministry a^racted all ages. Dr Thissen’s ministry 
ended February 1962 when Albert Luesink joined us as pastor.  
In November 1962 a major step in Faith was taken by hiring a 
second pastor, John Kershaw.  Al and John were called 
‘Associate’ Pastors each with defined du,es.  John was ini,ally 
responsible for establishing a co-ed youth ministry as well as 
overseeing the Pioneer and Brigade Clubs.  Al was responsible 
for the normal ac,vi,es of a pastor. 
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With the new leadership the Church con,nued to Flourish, and 
many ac,vi,es were geared to inform and a^ract new people 
both young and old.  Later, of those a^racted from the area, 
one became a Pastor and two, Missionaries within the 
Fellowship.  

(If that wasn’t a real answer to our Faith and prayers!!) 

The growth required us to move into JR Henderson Public 
School. It was decided this was the ,me to look into the future 
and decide our future direc,on. 

As a result, our first decision was unanimously passed that we 
would look for a larger property that could provide for a 
growing church’s needs as well as some form of service to the 
community.  From this decision two commi^ees were formed, 
one to find a property, and the other to establish a Founda,on 
to operate one or more charitable ventures. Again, an answer 
to our prayers was the fact that within either our pre-exis,ng 
congrega,on or our newly acquired members, we had the 
qualifica,ons to a^ack these efforts with a great deal of 
exper,se   For example, we had  individuals who had 
experience in working with the par,cular area of government 
necessary to form the Founda,on and an individual capable of 
doing a complete Sociological and  Feasibility Study to  
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determine which venture would be best once the site had been 
chosen. The search commi^ee had Realtors and Engineers 
capable of evalua,ng sites. Ader a few months: 

-The LaSalle Bap,st Founda,on had been formed. 

-the search Commi^ee had exhausted all efforts to find a 
sizeable enough property south of Bath Road to the water 
and east as far as to include a severing off from Collins Bay 
Pen and west as far as the Airport. 

The commi^ees had gone as far as their mandate would allow.  
A church prayer mee,ng was called to seek God’s direc,on.  
Imagine our excitement when at 8:30 the next morning we got 
a call from the Reeve of Kingston Township saying council had 
heard of our search for a property large enough to build a new 
Church plus provide a service to the community.  They had 
passed a proposal saying the township would sell us a property 
in the newly being developed Bayridge subdivision consis,ng of 
20.68 acres for $60,000 provided we would either provide a Day 
Care Centre or a Senior Ci,zen Housing Complex.  This was a 
frac,on of what property was selling for.  What an answer to 
prayer and what a s,mulus to our Faith.  With one phone call 
two prayers had been answered.  We now had a property and 
are service to the community had been limited to one of two 
choices. It was now ,me to begin the Sociological and  
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Feasibility Study. Mainly because of the demographics at the 
,me the Day Care op,on was chosen.  Today it might be 
different. 

Within a few short weeks we received another answer to 
prayer.  Answers were coming thick and fast.   We had been 
contempla,ng how to get a reasonable cost entrance from 
McKay Street when the Township once again approached us 
with a proposal.  Would we consider the severing our property 
and allow them enough of our property to con,nue Progress 
Drive through to Taylor-Kidd Boulevard.  In return they would 
cut the purchase price from $60,000 to $56,000, provide us two 
entrances off Progress Avenue and Zone the severed 3.85 acres 
Zone D so it could be used for anything like commercial or 
residen,al.  What an answer to our needs and cash to boot. 

Fund Raising and Construc@on 

Now for the major step of Faith.  We were a congrega,on of 
some 75 Offering Envelopes, several of which were children, 
and here we were embarking on a project close to $900,000 
dollars.  For assets we had $52,000 in cash plus a church and 
parsonage valued at $125,000.  As an aside, banks did not make 
a point of giving mortgages to churches. How could we make up 
the difference? Two new commi^ees were formed, Building and 
Financial. 
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Finance CommiAee 

The reduc,on in costs by the Building Commi^ee were 
significant but came nowhere near covering the deficit the 
church had.  The commi^ee faced a real challenge.  Fortunately, 
they had a complement of people skilled by training or 
experience in Accoun,ng and Finance.  The Finance side was 
tasked with preparing a prospectus for the bank that covered 
the past five years of financial data and a forecast of the next 
ten years of both the Church and Day Care showing Costs and 
Revenue and jus,fying both. This was a monumental task as 
there were no personal computers at this ,me and it had to be 
done by hand consuming over 100 hours of effort.  When 
completed it had to be presented to the banks Head Office as 
the locals could not provide a church mortgage. Upon 
submiqng the Prospectus we were informed it would take 
awhile for an answer.  The church took to praying and the result 
came back as follows: 

“We do not make it a prac,ce to provide Mortgages to 
Churches.  Having said that, your Prospectus was be^er than 
anything we have received from the secular world so how could 
we refuse you.  You are granted a Mortgage of $400,000 
provided you can have 40 people sign $10,000 notes against 
said Mortgage”. They were covering themselves well but at  
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least we had the money.  Remember, $10,000 then was as 
much as a year’s salary and 25% of a 2000+ square d. home.  
Think what that would mean today.  Imagine the surprise the 
bank had when they had to turn people away. The result was 
just like Biblical Times and the building of the temple. 

In addi,on, the Finance commi^ee: 

 -sold Building Cer,ficates in the amount of $40,000 
yielding 9,5%, a compe,,ve rate at the ,me 

-2 individuals met 4 nights a week averaging 17hrs/week to 
deal with suppliers and 40 some contractors. We never 
missed paying bills on ,me but stretched them as long as 
possible with the result that we saved $30,000 in Bridge 
Financing 

-we applied for and received back $18,000 in PST/GST 
rebates which was something oden not done at the ,me. 

The result was the Church and Day Care were completed at a 
cost of $689,000 and the debt was $40,000 in Building 
Cer,ficates and a Mortgage of $390,000. 
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Construc@on Phase 

Once again, the Lord blessed us from within our congrega,on.  
The Lord had provided a person who was Manager of the 
largest Concrete Company at that ,me in Kingston to head up 
our Building CommiAee. He, with Pastor Kershaw who was also 
skilled in this area were the major contact with the contractors. 
The rest of the commi^ee e contributed their skillset as well to: 

-reduce costs in the form of contract nego,a,ons 

-seek areas where the church congrega,on could provide 
necessary labour. i.e. A team installed the Day Care fence 
and others did insula,on etc. 

The commi^ee made an unusual contribu,on as well.  A young 
woman recently moved to Kingston because of her husband’s 
current assignment, and she and her daughter began a^ending 
our church.  At one of our socials where we had BBQed two 
hips of beef her husband accompanied her and when those on 
the Building Commi^ee learned of his occupa,on they asked if 
he’d like to review our plans which he readily accepted.  It 
turned out he was the engineer in charge of the new expansion 
at KGH.  Ader his review he offered to con,nue with the 
commi^ee throughout our project.  Not only was his skill a  
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major help both in building but in helping to reduce cost but 
be^er yet he had given his heart to the Lord and with his wife 
and family become an ac,ve member in other parts of the 
church.  Overall, by their efforts and using the congrega,on 
where possible, the Building Commi^ee had reduced costs by 
close to $150,000. 

Overall result 

The Day Care and Church opened in late summer of 1977.  
Pastor John Kershaw served as Administrator of the Day Care as 
well as his responsibili,es as Pastor.  It was the intent from the 
start that Bay Park Children’s Centre would not operate as a 
Chris,an Day Care, rather a Day Care opera,ng under Chris,an 
Principles.  

The task before the church now was to pay down the debt while 
keeping up with other financial commitments like Opera,ng 
costs and the Missions budgets.  It was at this ,me that interest 
rates soared and for a ,me we were paying up from 9% to 19% 
on the Mortgage.  While the congrega,on could barely pay the 
interest on the Mortgage many of the building cer,ficate 
holders turned their interest cheques back to the church (What 
a commitment). 

There even came a ,me when the 40 note holders discussed 
leqng the Mortgage lapse and then assume the debt at a fixed 



 

13 

10.5% with the church making the interest and debt payments 
on the notes.  While considering this a contractor came forward 
sta,ng he was looking for a parcel of land to build Senior Ci,zen 
Housing and our severed land was very appealing to him.  This 
use was in keeping with our LaSalle Park Bap,st Founda,on’s 
Future Plan. The offer was enough to re,re the debt and 
provide approximately $125,000 to invest and use the proceeds 
for special Missions’ projects. What an answer to prayer and an 
unexpected benefit of the townships desire for a road through 
our property some seven years previous.  Unfortunately, the 
contractor was unable to follow through on his plans and was 
forced to sell to be used for just residen,al housing.   

Ensuing Years 

Ader some ten years of planning, building and paying down of 
debt, Bay Park Bap,st Church, as it was now called, was able to 
turn its a^en,on to what the many answers to prayer and the 
growing Faith of both individuals alone and the small 
congrega,on at LaSalle Park had wished for. We now had a 
valued service to the community (a wai,ng list from Day 1) and 
had established a presence in the community from which we 
could now reach out to.  By early in the 21st century we had 
grown to the point where a 50% expansion was desired.  The 
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expansion was first quoted at $1,200,000.  With the use of 
congrega,onal labour and some successful contract 
nego,a,ons, this was later reduced to approximately $750,000.  
A couple of Fund-Raising nights yielded commitments over the 
next three years of close to $700,000.  What an answer to 
prayer and another stepping out in Faith. We got another 
answer to prayer immediately ader.  While seeking a Mortgage 
or other means for covering the cost of an immediate start, the 
banks all wanted high interest rates plus other commitments. 
Once again, the answer came from a source we had not 
considered.  Within our church was a man who was the 
Manager of a local branch of a Canadian Credit Union.  On our 
behalf he approached the Head Office to arrange a mee,ng 
with us.  The result was a “Line of Credit” sufficient to cover the 
total cost at a very compe,,ve rate.  This resulted in a saving of 
several thousand dollars.  

If we had not learned by now that Faith and Prayer works, we 
were never going to. Truly the Lord was working in our midst.  If 
he can do this for a small group of believers, just think what he 
can do for us today. 
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We can do all things  
through Christ who  

strengtheneth me 

Philippians 4:13 
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Now to him who is 

able to do 

immeasurably more 
than all we ask 

or imagine, according 
to his power that is 
at work within us. 

Ephesians 3:20 



 

 

 

 


