
JANUARY 10, 2021 -- Taking Jesus Seriously with Greg Koukl

Questions Answered During Live Q&A

1. I am a new believer finding my way to Christ. As I read the bible I am finding that I am
placing myself within the story itself, as the characters being described. Is it wrong to
read the bible in this way?

2. Can/How do Christians hold true to their faith while also being allies to those who do not
hold the same worldview as us.

3. There are many folks who believe that Jesus did exist and did represent God, but the
Apostle Paul and later Gospel writers wrongly portrayed him as the Messiah/only way to
God. How would you respond to these rebuttals?

4. How should I approach other Christians who don't take Jesus seriously? And those who
take Jesus too seriously but are aggressive?

All questions answered during the Live Q&A with Greg Koukl can be found here:
https://youtu.be/G9ldQQ1JOHg

Questions Answered During Bonus Video

1. How do I know whether Biblical accounts/manuscripts that we read are corrupted or
written with political agenda?

2. COMMENT: It’s interesting that the term “liberal” refers to Christians who do not take
Jesus seriously, don’t believe in the resurrection, the need for salvation, or that Jesus is
the only way. In Canada many evangelical Christians who do believe these
non-negotiables you are discussing would never choose to identify with the conservative
camp because of the tone, accusations and alienation that accompanies their message.

3. How do you think God shows his love to cultures that are not readily exposed to
Christian views? I think about predominantly Muslim or Hindu cultures where people do
not hear about Jesus. I think that a pluralistic view can be appealing to some since we
don’t think that God would choose some people’s salvation over others.

All questions answered during the Bonus Video with Greg Koukl can be found here:
https://youtu.be/nFu1t3OvpO0

Additional Questions

1. Why do you think the Lord is allowing for this pandemic to occur? And what is our
calling as Christians to do in the midst of it all?
Paul: I’m not sure why God allowed this pandemic, nor am I convinced that it’s always

https://youtu.be/G9ldQQ1JOHg
https://youtu.be/nFu1t3OvpO0


for us to know. Where we often get into trouble as Christians is when we start putting
words into God’s mouth. Over the years I’ve learnt that God is ok with silence, whereas
I’m not.  What I do know is that God is using the pandemic to refine his church and to
grow our faith, hope and love. Which is what God is always about in our lives. So what
can we do in the midst of this pandemic? Pray, worship, meditate on his Word, give,
serve, share and point people to Jesus.
Ryan: Paul’s answer is the short answer. If you have time here is a very long answer.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5GaVkkp3SVc

2. Do you think King Solomon went to heaven?
Ryan: I’m not really comfortable making a call regarding who goes to heaven and who
does not. This ultimately is not for us to know or decide. It sounds as though you might
be wondering if Solomon could go to heaven with so much disbelief (Ecclesiastes) and
sexual addiction in his life (1 Kings 11:1). Yes. No one is too far gone for the grace of
God. It just depends if he really repented of his sin and had faith in God. There is some
evidence through Proverbs (which he wrote segments of) to indicate a genuine faith in
God later in his life. I do not condone Solomon’s actions (especially to have a harem of
wives!) but we need to humbly remember we are all battling sin. It is too difficult for us
to know what is in the heart that God can fully see (1 Sam. 16:7).

3. Why did God create the devil? God knew that the angel would fall and cause
suffering to many, still God allowed this to happen. Free will doesn’t seem to answer
this if the choice is either follow God and be saved by accepting Jesus’ sacrifice or
perish in the eternal fire?
Chris: My kids have restitution consequences. If they “sin” against their brother they
must have a time out and sit at the Board which has the consequences on it. They must
explain their actions and what they were thinking and feeling. Then the party which was
offended gets to choose the consequences which are acts of restitution. Those things are
things like “play a game with the objective to lose to the injured party” or “help clean his
room.” One day one boy was being particularly annoying and poking his little brother.
The little brother looked at the restitution board, looked at his brother, looked at the
board, punched his brother and then walked himself over to the board.  He is my son for a
reason! I would be miserable if I had nothing but “good” choices. I needed to sample
consequences and poor choices in order to sincerely want to make the “right” choice later
on.
Would God have the opportunity to develop our character if we didn’t have the
opportunity to make poor decisions?
Allowing us free will with genuine consequences allows us to wake up and see the
devastating consequences of sin and choose better. But without the contrast, would we all
genuinely choose good? Or would a lingering desire to punch our brother exist? Or is
there an alternative universe in which God could contrive only situations in which we
never met with temptation?
I have kids. I am going to be honest here, when it comes to my kids the world could be
full of a million of the exact same candy, sooner or later my kids will want the one their
brother has. Satan isn’t anything special. He was just the first to betray God’s trust and so
he is the most experienced at evil.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5GaVkkp3SVc


I wondered about the story of Adam and Eve and the Fall for a long time and finally
arrived at the conclusion that it is a story about relationship. God tells us what is needed
for a genuine relationship with him, namely: trust. We cannot have a genuine relationship
with someone without giving them the opportunity to be trusted. God gave us the tree,
and a simple rule. This rule was God’s boundary. Boundaries are healthy and good and
even God had them. That God had a boundary also shows God put Himself in a position
to be betrayed, a position of vulnerability. He evened the playing field with us relationally
and made us His equal in this act. God reveals that his own nature is tied up in being
unconditionally respectful of our choices, and putting Himself in a position of being
vulnerable with us. If God constantly moved us in and out of situations so as we were
never experienced the opportunity to make (and want to make) a poor choice, we would
never experience the character development to desire good over evil and we would never
be in a position of vulnerability. Without the character of wanting what is genuinely
good, and subsequent willingness to be vulnerable, we would never experience genuine
love. We would be nothing but pets. Personally I don’t want to be a pet. I understand that
I have an evil heart by nature and a perverse desire to know what all the options are, not
just the good ones. But through the grace of God I am on a path which desires to be less
like me and more like Jesus.

4. Jesus was the ultimate example of fulfilling the law, which included caring for the
poor, sick and widows. While it’s important to hold on to the deity and resurrection
of Jesus, letting go of his example of how to live seems just as foolish.Do you believe
Jesus’ action to the physically poor were only symbolic to emphasize the spiritually
poor? Or that he genuinely meant that the physically poor should be cared for as
well?
Ryan: This is not Greg Koukl writing. Unfortunately we do not have the space to ask him
this great question! I will speak to it from my perspective as best I am able to though! I
really appreciate how deeply you were reflecting on this.
I do not think Greg was advocating that we let go of the way Christ lived as an example. I
believe he was trying to state that Christ needs to be more than example, he needs to be
our Saviour. Unfortunately people can take a reductionist view of the Gospel: Jesus came
to show us the way to live our lives. This message is popular in our culture today, and it
is true, but it's not the whole truth. Greg was trying to emphasize an often understated
point, that is: in addition to showing us how to live Jesus actually delivers us from our sin
(our very failure to live this way) so that we are actually able to begin living up to these
very high standards!
From my point of view Jesus showed us the way to live, but that way to live is
impossible. Who can really live their life without hating someone in the heart? Looking
lustfully? Never being judgmental? Never implicitly feeding into oppression? Jesus needs
to be more than an example. He needs to deliver us from these failures so that we can
actually begin, through his power at work in us, to pursue this high calling.
I believe that there was often spiritual and literal meaning to Jesus' actions. So when
Jesus heals lepers he literally heals them but leprosy is also a metaphor for our sin
condition. Likewise, Jesus bringing good news to impoverished people is also a spiritual
metaphor that when we become poor in spirit (humble) Jesus meets us. To say that
something has a broader meaning is not cancelling out the other, specific meaning.



So in a nutshell: it’s not an either-or situation. It’s a both-and. But what needs to come
first is Jesus as Messiah/Rescuer. Putting “Jesus as Example” first is just another
works-based religion.
Paul: To be clear, Greg never said that caring for the poor, widow, stranger, etc is not
important or merely symbolic. Greg pointed out that these themes and their importance is
found throughout Scripture. The point Greg was making was that “Jesus didn’t die
because of what he taught but because of who he claimed to be: God.” Taking Jesus’
teaching/example without accepting his Deity (Godhood) is not taking Jesus seriously.

5. What about Luke 4:16-21? (In reference to Jan 10, “Taking Jesus seriously.”)
Ryan: Please see answers to question #4 and question #12 in addition to Greg Koukl’s
bonus video where he answers more questions.
As for the passage you cite, I believe you were referencing it because in it Jesus claims to
come for the poor, the prisoner, the blind, and the oppressed. Indeed, Jesus did come for
the disinherited and the marginalized! But this is not the totality of his mission (see
Question 12). The “poor, prisoner, blind, and oppressed” also has a second meaning
referring to spiritual poverty, bondage and enslavement to sin, and being blind to the truth
(see Question 4). As Christians we are saved by and through Jesus (and we cannot
sideline this) so that we can begin living out his example which includes matters of
justice. Hope this helps!

6. Can you explain why Jesus was Baptised and its importance and controversy when
it happened.
Ryan: This TGC article explains it better than I can. In short: Jesus himself states why he
was baptized in Matthew 3:15, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all
righteousness.” Jesus is fulfilling his role as the obedient Son of God by practicing the
required righteousness, Baptism.

7. How can I receive and practice the gifts of the Holy Spirit during these chaotic
times?
Ryan: The same way you would before Covid-19! God generously gives the Holy Spirit
as a gift to those who come to know him through Jesus. Luke 11:5-13 is a beautiful
parable about the generosity of God. He is not holding onto or keeping the Spirit back
from you. If you know Jesus you have the Holy Spirit. Through the Spirit we are given
special gifts (supernatural talents) in order to serve the Church (Ephesians 4:11-12, 1 Cor.
12). Those are already within you, pandemic or not. They may be laying dormant because
you are not practicing or utilizing them (yes, you get rusty) but they haven’t left you
because the Spirit hasn’t left you. So how do you receive the gifts? By accepting and
knowing Jesus. How do you practice them? Look for opportunities to utilize the
supernatural gifts you have even with church and ministry closures. Some gifts may look
different during Covid-19, you just need to get creative. For example, I do not get to
teach as much as I usually do, so I am teaching through writing more, kind of like I am
doing right here right now.

8. How can I grow as a Christian in the midst of this pandemic? How to gain strength
to follow Jesus and do his call?

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/jesus-need-baptized/


Ryan: I would recommend a few things. First, take advantage of what your local church
offers in terms of worship services. Hebrews 10:25 warns us not to “forsake assembling
together.” Even though we’re unable to assemble physically we can still assemble in
other creative means. Engage in online services first and foremost and then depending on
your schedule you could join: virtual prayer meetings, a LifeGroup, or another ministry.
We grow best in some form of community; this is how God has wired us. It’s harder
during a pandemic but not impossible. Second, I would suggest reading a book about
spiritual disciplines to learn about these tried and true practices that can help your
spiritual growth and faith formation. Celebration of Discipline by Richard Foster is a
classic. Habits of Grace by David Mathis is also a good resource. We are able to partake
in spiritual disciplines regardless of what happens with Covid-19. Finally, if you’re
feeling stuck in some kind of rut, sin or addiction I would encourage you to reach out to a
trusted Christian friend or pastor to have a phone call. You do not need to battle these
struggles alone. There are people who want to help you “bear the burden” (Gal. 6:2).
Research opportunities through your church to face these struggles with resources such as
Freedom Session or Counselling.

9. What does "accepting Jesus as Savior" really mean? I am aware of Acts 16:31 and
Rom 10:9 (Believe in Jesus and be saved ... ), & that our fruits demonstrate that we
are Christ followers, but is this ... an intellectual transaction? An emotional
connection maybe? Or a collection of shifts?
Carmen: Well I think of it as a simple transaction. I think too many people have
complicated things with this, or “Christianized them.” You know, the well-meaning
Christian, 2 inches from your face, yelling “Have YOU accepted Jesus into your
HEART?!”:-) Which is what can lead to this question. But you’re right: believing Christ
is what does it. In the same way that Abraham “believed God” and was saved as well
(Gen. 15:6).
And you’re right. In believing Christ (and therefore repenting of the sin which separated
you from Him to begin with) the Holy Spirit will now “move in” and empower you. This
will be demonstrated to others in a new mind, and new fruit, and a willingness to obey
God; even in the midst of an unbelieving world.
So when talking to people who ask me about this, I have often said, “Hey, don’t worry
about mechanics. Just decide that you’re going to follow Him.” Or, “Get to know Him,”
in the case of someone who knows nothing about Christianity and who’s kicking the tires.

10. What advice would you give to churches wherein progressive Christianity is
infiltrating and, in some cases, dividing the church. Any tips on navigating that
while endeavouring to maintain unity?
Paul: Pray, pray, pray! The gospel of Jesus Christ has always been a point of tension and
has always faced attempts to undermine. Much of our New Testament was written as a
response to attacks at the very foundation of the gospel. So pray for your church leaders,
elders, staff for a Spirit and posture of truth and grace, courage and compassion, humility
and clarity to prevail. Also remember that this is not just a battle of words. As Eph 6:12
so clearly says, “our battle is not with flesh and blood but . . .  against spiritual powers.”
So pray to God in light of the spiritual battle being waged for the souls of people. Engage
in conversation with great humility and compassion, being careful to listen and seeking to



discern what’s really going on in the person’s heart, not just in their head.
Lastly I would also encourage a God perspective on this. It’s not our battle, it’s his. This
is not our story but his. So we’re not trying to coerce or guilt people into believing but
rather are seeking to join God there where he’s working. Focusing on God means
rejecting the desire to “win” arguments. Focusing on God also means taking a longer
view of life. Though someone might seem far from God and unwilling to surrender today
doesn’t mean that by God’s grace and power they might not have a change of heart later.
So we patiently persevere in relationship with others while humbly and courageously
holding to the gospel we have received that “Christ died for our sins according to
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the
Scriptures . . . (1 Cor 15:3ff).

11. Is it possible for Jesus, being God, to be afraid? (Talking about the garden of
Gethsemane)
Ryan: This is a thoughtful question. Honestly not something I have considered until now.
Jesus was fully God but also fully human. He experienced our common temptations
toward sin and brokenness (humanity) yet remained without sin (divinity). I would
assume Jesus had access to a full range of human emotions. The shortest verse in the
Bible tells us “Jesus wept” (John 11:35). None of our human emotions are inherently
“sinful” or “wrong.” They are neutral. It is the misapplication or misuse of our emotions.
Therefore for Jesus, as God, to feel human fear, I would say makes sense. There’s nothing
“sinful” about fear in and of itself. I would say the pain and torment Jesus was about to
undergo is as justifiable a reason as any I can think of to experience fear.

12. If we are speaking to a liberal/progressive Christian and make the argument that
Jesus’ identity is more important than his teachings, how would we answer an
accusation from them that we are not “taking him seriously” or dismissing his
teachings?
Paul: Thanks for engaging in this crucial conversation and for your question. I don’t think
that Jesus’ identity is more important than his teachings. His teachings flowed from his
nature and identity, namely that of being God in the flesh (John 1:14). The point that
Greg was emphasizing is that Jesus didn’t die because of what he taught but because of
who he claimed to be: God. Taking Jesus’ teaching without accepting his deity is not
taking Jesus seriously, nor will it save us from our sins. Greg made this point because it’s
popular and acceptable to believe in Jesus as a “good teacher” while rejecting his claim to
Deity (Godhood). This is just another form of works-centred religion. A way of
sidestepping our brokenness and need of a Saviour. Jesus himself faced this very problem
while here on earth. Checkout Luke 18:18-19 where a man calls Jesus “good teacher” and
Jesus replies “no one is good, except God alone.” IOW Jesus was pressing him on the
issue of Deity as opposed to simply being “a good teacher/example.” If all Jesus is to us
is “a good teacher” then we are still lost in our sins. The beauty of the gospel is that, as 1
John 4:14 puts it, We have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the
Savior of the world. The Father didn’t just send the Son to be a good example, he sent
him to be our Saviour, and that’s why he was crucified. Because of his identity/divinity.
This continues to be a stumbling block for people today.



13. What would his tips/recommendations be for engaging with someone in apologetics
without coming off as arrogant or too aggressive in our arguments?
Chris: Ask a lot of questions (Jesus did this a lot). Wait until they ask you for your
opinions and then be brief. Pray a lot in between. I have had friends start by telling me
what they think and keep at it for over a year before finally asking me what I think. Or
even pausing long enough to hear an answer. If people aren’t ready to listen they won’t. I
think it’s why Jesus spoke in public where people could come to Him, and in synagogues
where the audience has come with the implicit openness to hearing about God. Until then
praise God for the time you have to research their statements and look up convincing
arguments and practice them in private.
I also trusted God to build my skill set by giving me appropriate people to “spar” with. I
learned to accept defeat and treated it like a fencing skill set. Everytime I fail, I look up
what I could have done differently and I pray about it and I thank God when a chance
comes to do better or differently. Remember you won’t win them all. Not even Jesus did,
or else that whole Judas thing would have never happened. So it’s a partnership between
you and God; developing your skill set! This attitude might help you to relax a bit about
defeats as well and keep plugging away at it! Cheers and praying for you!
Also, I enjoyed this book.

14. We know that there are paradoxes or mysteries to the Christian faith. For example,
the paradox of God’s full sovereignty versus our free will. In his talk Greg asserted
that pluralism is not logical, even from a mathematical perspective. You can’t go to
heaven, stay in the grave, reincarnate etc all at the same time. It’s one or another,
but not all. Mathematically many will be wrong (law of averages). Is it ok to use
mathematics as proof in this situation when in other Christian realms such as the
trinity math is a paradox (3 in 1)?
Ryan: Wow. This is a very astute and philosophical observation. It represents a deep
engagement with the message. This is not something that I have given much thought to,
so I’ll try my best to respond.
I agree that there are many paradoxes in the Christian faith. But we need to remember the
definition of a paradox: “a seemingly absurd or self-contradictory statement or
proposition that when investigated or explained may prove to be well founded or true”
(Oxford). The way I see it is that the paradoxes of “Sovereignty vs. Free Will” and the
Trinity are paradoxes that, if we have the ability to comprehend the greatness of God’s
divinity, would still be founded and true principles. They only seem to contradict from a
limited perspective. At the end of the day we have not been lied to or misdirected. God is
telling us the truth about his nature. Another important point about these is that they are
paradoxes that are supported by Scripture. Scripture teaches Free Will & Sovereignty and
3-in-1ness.
When we turn to the matter of pluralism it’s a different matter. First, pluralism is not
really a paradoxical statement. To say that “many religious paths lead to God” is not a
seemingly contradictory statement. It’s actually pretty clear: religions are like trails that
lead to the same summit. The only paradoxical element would be that all these religions
contradict each other on different points. But in the pluralist worldview they actually
don’t: they’re just the different natures, terrain and views of a trail. So I don’t actually see
pluralism as a paradoxical statement. But even if it is a paradox there are two key
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differences: (1) this is not a paradox that has Scriptural basis; and, (2) in this paradox
God would be shown to be a liar. As Greg carefully over-viewed on Sunday, Jesus is
pretty clear on his claim to be The (only) Way to God. No where in the Bible do you find
a pluralist claim or a teaching that seems to contradict this. And if at the end of the
pluralist paradox we find God lying to us about Jesus being the way to the Father that’s
also problematic. God hasn’t been honest about reality.
In short: just because the Christian worldview contains many paradoxes does not mean it
is open to every paradox.

JANUARY 17, 2021 -- Indigenous Lives, Race & Reconciliation with Joel
Gordon & Andrew Thunder

Questions Answered During Live Q&A

1. How does a Christ follower begin to reconcile their Indigenous culture with their
Christian beliefs?

2. Andrew, how does your Indigenous heritage complement your faith in Christ?

3. How do we minister effectively to indigenous populations when there has been so much
hurt by the church in history?

4. From the christian point of view is there a difference between reconciliation and
forgiveness?

5. As a non-indigenous person, how does one balance acknowledging the painful past and
sinful actions of Christians against the Indigenous community, with encouraging the
Indigenous community towards knowing Jesus?

All questions answered during the Live Q&A with Joel Gordon & Andrew Thunder can be found
here: https://youtu.be/SN8cRALzJDs?t=2631

Bonus Questions Answered by Joel & Andrew

1. We got several questions about the importance and interworking of forgiveness and
reconciliation: In our relationships where does forgiveness for the past allow anyone
to move forward? The Corinthians passage about reconciliation it is God who is not
counting our sins against him. The onus is therefore on God who was the one
wronged (sinned against). Does this then suggest that the onus for reconciliation is
with Indigenous people?

https://youtu.be/SN8cRALzJDs?t=2631


Joel Gordon: Our Executive VP and resident theologian at EFC, David Guretzki teaches a
course on reconciliation and forgiveness at Briercrest. He has a helpful graphic on the
topic (attached).

The Cycle of Reconciliation: A Biblical Model
● Reconciliation/Peace (Shalom)/Fellowship
● Love
● Forbearance
● Sin/Enmity
● Confrontation
● Separation/Excommunication
● Confession
● Repentance
● Forgiveness
● Discipline
● Restitution and Restoration

This biblical model applies to our relationship with God and with each other. With sin,
confrontation, confession, we need to understand how wrongs of the past impact present
day ideologies, practices, laws, and social structures. Some have suggested that if sins of
systemic oppression and racism have caused harm over 7 generations, it may take another
7 generations to start to find meaningful healing. Guretzki’s model provides a relational
framework with the Holy Spirit at the core. Ultimately, God is the driver of reconciliation
– The Holy Spirit convicts of sin. I’m thankful that he invites us to participate in this
journey of loving well and being in the right relationship with Him and each other.



Additional Questions

1. Is it ok for non-indigenous people to visit indigenous territories nearby? And if yes,
what are some of the do’s and don’ts?

Stay tuned as we’re hoping to hear from Andrew Thunder or Joel Gordon on this
question.

2. My understanding is that there is a difference between efforts to decolonialize the
church and an anti-colonial agenda. Which one does the biblical value of
reconciliation fall under? How do we practice reconciliation if certain aspects of the
North American church and nation are deeply embedded within colonial
structures?

Stay tuned as we’re hoping to hear from Andrew Thunder or Joel Gordon on this
question.

3. How can we think about local and global missions as a reconciling practice when it
is heavily attached to colonial sentiments?

Stay tuned as we’re hoping to hear from Andrew Thunder or Joel Gordon on this
question.

4. As we mature as believers, we learn that in difficulties (like feeling overwhelmed or
with stress or sadness - and in all situations really) we are to RELY on Christ and
not on our own strength. What a gift this is, but how can we actually do this? Any
suggestions (or studies we can use to learn more)?
Paul: Good question and welcome to the day to day struggle in this great journey of faith,
hope and love! Here are a few things that have really helped me along in my journey:

● Pray. I know it sounds so obvious, but often gets neglected or underestimated.
Pray for joy, peace, courage and contentment. Consider fasting and/or prayer
walking.

● Memorize. I’ve memorized passages like Romans 5:1-11, Job 23:10-12 or
Lamentations 3:16-27 and have found them to be a source of strength in times of
need.

● Study. There are good resources like Max Lucado’s “Anxious for Nothing” or
Erwin Lutzer’s “Managing Your Emotions.” All Bay Parkers have access to this
wonderful resource called RightNowMedia. If you haven’t already logged on just
email the office and they’ll get you set up an account. FYI the Anxious for
Nothing series is on RNM.

● Together. Don’t go this journey alone. Get involved in a LifeGroup, invite
someone to pray and study with you. I have found such strength in God’s family
be it prioritizing corporate worship, life in small groups and close friendships with

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/407858
https://www.amazon.ca/Managing-Your-Emotions-Erwin-Lutzer/dp/0882073869
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/BAYPARK


weekly check ins and accountability.
● Health. Be sure to look after your body and mind. I’m a late comer to this lesson

in life but God created us as holistic and integrated beings. Getting proper sleep,
eating healthy (which in my case means watching out for too much sugar), and
getting regular exercise all play a critical role in how we feel and think.

5. What is the Lord expecting of me as I grow in his word? And how can I confirm
God’s will in my life?
Ryan: I think the answer to this lies in the question already! :) Through God’s Word!
Often we imagine the “will of God” as this bullseye target. The arrow is our life plan and
the bullseye is the only place God will be happy if we hit. Rather, I imagine God’s Will as
a path or journey. God’s Word lays out for us how to pursue this path. God’s Will is that
we live wisely according to his ways. To put it another way: God is more concerned about
the type of person you’re becoming than he is about the job you take or city you move to.
Not that those aren’t important but first things first: am I being formed into God’s image?
As for looking for guidance to the big decisions of life I’d highly recommend Elizabeth
Elliot’s brilliant book A Slow and Certain Light. In just a few short pages she’ll explain
how God wants to guide you along this amazing journey we call “his will.” Spoiler alert:
This includes anything from Holy Spirit inner compulsions to advice from friends and
supernatural means, all under the authority of God’s Word. You can read a sample of it on
Google Books.

6. How can I evangelize aboriginal people while at the same time showing respect for
their culture and love for them?
Ryan: An extremely famous saying dating to the 1600s sums this up nicely. “In
Essentials: Unity. In Non-Essentials: Liberty. In All Things: Charity.” In other words, in
any and every part of their culture, heritage, and belief system that does not contradict the
Christian worldview and Gospel message… learn to embrace and celebrate it (and not
just tolerate it)! Paul says in 1 Corinthians 9: “I have become all things to all people so
that by all possible means I might save some. I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I
may share in its blessings.” Even if it’s outside of your culture or norm, learn to
appreciate those elements that do not contradict Christianity. A note of caution here is to
avoid cultural appropriation. Then, share the Gospel, and share it in such a way that is a
personal expression of your own faith. Learn what aboriginal indigenious people believe
and value, listen well, then ask if you can share some of your own viewpoints. In this
space share your own Jesus redemption story. By listening to and befriending them you
may learn unique aspects of their culture that Christian belief can speak into directly. For
ex: European colonial culture is very individualistic and indigenious cultures are very
community-oriented which is quite biblical. Then, in all things, whether celebrating or
agreeing to disagree, show love, please! Love does not mean agreeing on all points of
view, but it does mean treating one another respectfully and with Image-of-God
honouring dignity.

7. What concrete steps are we putting in place in our Christian faith communities to
restore trust between Indigenous and non-Indigenous people? To make real changes
to the day-to-day challenges of Indigenous people?

https://www.amazon.ca/Slow-Certain-Light-Elisabeth-Elliot/dp/0687387000/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=a+slow+and+certain+light&qid=1611601348&s=books&sr=1-1
https://books.google.ca/books?id=k9q04j4QexkC&q=a+slow+and+certain+light&dq=a+slow+and+certain+light&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj3t9qn47fuAhWkp1kKHRP4AZIQ6AEwAHoECAIQAg
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/cultural-appropriation


Ryan: I think the short answer is we aren’t putting in place any concrete steps currently. I
wish we were doing more. I am not speaking for all the Church. I am sure there are
Churches out there that are. But Bethel, and even more so Bay Park, really need to give
this some thought and consider next steps. We need passionate people to step up and take
on this mantle of leadership and justice. People that will work with our church leadership
to encourage them in this direction. This is a “we” challenge that I’d like to see our two
churches and many more evangelical churches embrace in the future. The onus isn’t just
on pastors (although I recognize the central role we play), it’s on all of “us” together.
Please reach out to your church staff if you have some ideas, visions and dreams!

8. What role does the church play in putting in place concrete steps that promote an
on-going/year-long relationship w the people of Constance Lake - for example – so
as to deepen our relationship with them, i.e., do things together: have student
exchanges, invite the people to join our virtual Life group(s), pray/worship together
on Sundays and when we have prayer meetings ... so as to build trust, intimacy, and
bring about forgiveness, restoration/reconciliation?
Mark: A brief answer is that the church (assuming this may refer to the leadership) can
put into place various initiatives as mentioned above that are programmed into the 12
month cycle of the church. This would be top down. However, organic, self initiated acts
done through Life Groups or individuals that compliment the larger church strategy are
also key in sustaining a strong partnership with the community. The challenge over the
years with CL has been the distance between the two communities- the church and CL.

JANUARY 24, 2021 -- Christianity and the Environment with Andy Bannister

Questions Answered During Live Q&A

1. Many Christians believe that at the end of times God will destroy the world to create a
new one. What should be our response to this? Is this true? Would it necessitate an
apathetic attitude toward the planet?

2. I believe that individuals have a responsibility to make environmentally conscious
decisions. However, how much does the burden rest on the consumer vs larger bodies that
have more power and larger impact such as corporations? Especially when eco-friendly
options aren’t available or affordable to all socio-economic levels of society?

3. How do we convince or argue that human beings have a moral obligation to look after the
environment with those who do not believe that God created the World and everything in
it? Thank you!

4. Should we not care more about saving souls than saving seals?

5. Is the biblical concept of rejoicing in what we have rather than dwelling on the pleasure
of desire, at play in environmentalism?- is it a repeating theme in the bible on other



accounts?

6. Would you comment on the modern movement that leads people to develop connections
to the Earth without connection to the Creator? It seems that some have made Earth a god
they worship.

7. Is there any value in humanity attempting to establish colonies on Mars? In hopes of
preserving humanity in case we render Earth uninhabitable.

8. I would like to know what book(s) you would recommend regarding Christianity and the
environment? Any books for teaching children about environmental injustice? Or any
resources for a "beginner" book on Christian apologetics?

All these questions were answered during the Live Q&A with Andy Bannister can be found here:
https://youtu.be/jnEtyIm78Ac?t=2580

Questions Answered During Bonus Video

1. Point of clarification. Andy, in the message you pointed out how care for the environment
is exhibited in one of the most famous Bible verses, John 3:16: “For God so loved the
world…” We had a question come in that asked: Does the original Greek/Hebrew for
“world” in John 3:16 include both the people of the world as well as the rest of
creation/earth? [2 min]

2. Andy, on Sunday morning there was a question revolving around the idea of individual
actions (e.g.: our own relationship with materialism and heart issues) vs. the actions of
the general public, of large scale corporations and politics. There were a number of
questions that came in wanting to dig deeper into this and I’m hoping you can respond to
them, generally, altogether: [7 min]

a. Industry is a major driver of environmental devastation. As Christians, what
should be our stance, personally, politically, collectively towards
overconsumption?

b. Sorry to be political but why are so many evangelicals supporting political parties
which don’t care about the environment?

c. Could you elaborate on your thoughts on Christian responsibility with regards to
personal decisions/lifestyle and as well responsibility of Christian organizations to
instate environmental policy.

3. Some of our Bay Park/Bethel family seem concerned that active issues such as
environmental issues and racial reconciliation (what we discussed prior) can overshadow
concerns for Gospel salvation and conversion. I am wondering if you can speak to these
questions: [5 min]

a. How do we ensure good things like sustainability, reconciliation, etc. don’t
overshadow the primary job we have of making disciples? Where’s the balance?

https://youtu.be/jnEtyIm78Ac?t=2580
https://youtu.be/jnEtyIm78Ac?t=2580


b. Any address for Christians that are at the other far end of the spectrum and putting
more than usual emphasis on environmentalism than the Bible prescribes?

4. Why do you say ONLY the Christian faith can save the environment when almost every
religion has similar things to be said about the environment? Additionally if you argue
that the Christian God is the only god then how is that helpful for the millions of people
that don’t believe in God? You argue that talking about the future generation doesn’t
work because some people don't have children so it doesn’t apply to them. When using
the Christian religion as the reason to care for the environment can’t people use your
same argument? Well I don’t believe in Christianity so this doesn’t apply to me? [5 min]

5. There were SO many questions involving practical next steps. I think many folks were
with you in addressing the whole heart issue (greed, materialism, consumerism) but they
wanted to know what they could do next to make a difference: [8-9 min]

a. Can you expand on how Christians can reduce our consumerism/materialism?
Any practical suggestions?

b. What are 3 specific suggestions of actions Christians can take to be more enviro
friendly?

c. We've heard good reasons why Christians should care about the environment.
What would you say are the next steps to helping our world once the heart posture
has changed?

d. My question is about application: how have you and your family adapted your
lifestyle to take care of the enviro (gas/plastic..etc) and do you have any
suggestions?

e. What are important, common actions - ideally those that occur on a daily basis -
that we can take to have the greatest impact against our own “consumerism and
materialism”?

f. We are stuck in a western consumer mindset. Very difficult to steward without
giving up lifestyle. Please provide recommendations.

g. How as Christians do we start rectifying or corporately fixing some of our
mistakes with our environment?

h. How can the idea of minimalism play into everyday efforts of stewarding the care
of this planet in a more tangible way?

6. Should Christians be vegan? [1 min]

7. Has Andy come across A Rocha, a very good Christian creation care organization? [1
min]

8. When you had your latest convention in the UK what was one of the best questions



regarding the environment you received and the answer? [1-2min]

All these questions were answered during a Bonus Q&A with Andy Bannister that you can
access here: https://youtu.be/pZFx3weuQLU.

Additional Questions

1. Can the Holy Spirit give a different message/guidance to two different people in the
same situation?
Paul: Yes and no.

1. It really depends on whether or not the “same situation” is a moral matter or not?
And whether or not God has already spoken to it in his word? For example, if two
people with the same weekly pay are both praying “God show me what to do with
my income” I would fully expect the Holy Spirit to guide each one differently. To
one God might say “give it all away” and to the other “save it for later.” It’s not a
moral matter nor has God prescribed one way to deal with pay in scripture. But if
two people are both praying to see if it’s ok to pay a contractor cash and thus
avoid the taxes the answer will always be the same. There’s no need to pray about
it as God has already made his will crystal clear in his word - give back to Caesar
what is Caesar’s (Mark 12:17). So it’s important to discern whether the matter is a
moral one or not and whether or not God has already addressed it in his word.
God never contradicts himself.

2. The other possibility is the Holy Spirit is giving the same message but both are
not listening with equal humility and surrender. This by the way is the most likely
scenario of all. From personal experience I can testify that hearing God has often
more to do with Paul’s wants than God’s will. And that often only becomes clear
when looking back over time. There’s also a tendency in Christian circles to
confidently claim “God told me ” to win arguments or avoid accountability. We
need to be very careful that we’re not using God as a trump card to simply get our
way. Practically speaking it’s not uncommon for Loralyn and I to pray for wisdom
re a family situation or finances and to not be on the same page in terms of what
we think we’re hearing from God. In such situations we don’t assume that God is
saying different things to each of us but rather that one or both of us is struggling
to hear God clearly. So we keep praying. Keep in mind too that hearing God isn’t
like having a magic eight ball - I prayed and bingo this is the answer that popped
up. Often God doesn’t answer right away because God has other plans and
purposes in mind. Like growing humility in us, perseverance in prayer, and
diligence in his word and applying it. Bottom line, we should really be careful
when claiming “thus says the Lord.”

2. Ironically, some of my LGBTQ and non-believer friends are more aware of the
environmental injustice. Do you have any practical suggestions on developing
constructive teaching to our children about global environmental injustice and
environmentalism in God's view? Christians around us are so saturated by

https://youtu.be/pZFx3weuQLU


consumerism that such a topic is seldom mentioned. North America has enjoyed the
fruit of globalization. People here can be incredibly ignorant about the injustice
created by capitalism, which has crushed and exploited the most vulnerable groups
globally. Children in Africa and Asia who grow up with all the garbage dumped by
the developed countries have suffered poverty, high death and malformation rate. I
am not an eco-terrorist. I tried to have some conversations with my children. But
they feel this issue so far away - why would we care? Our conversation usually ends
up in my anger at their ignorance.
Ryan: Wow, I hear you. The darkness, brokenness and (in this case) literal destruction of
the world can all seem overwhelming at times. Often I find myself “doomscrolling”
which is a new word to mean spending endless amounts of time on the internet reading
negative news. But I think our minds do this as well, even without the internet. We get
sucked into this vortex of despair. I do believe that God is showing us another.
Christianity has never shied away from bad news but the good news has always
trumpeted louder. I believe the same can be said for our environmental situation. There is
bad news, and lots of it. But the final say is the ultimate redemption of all things.
Ultimately this is our Father’s world and he’s going to take care of it in spite of sin
because of the redemption of all things in Jesus. That doesn’t give us an excuse to abuse,
but it certainly does provide fuel for hope; hope that the world doesn’t seem to provide.
As for your question regarding your kids (as well as others) and helping them see the
environmental and unjust devastation that often feels so far away from our world - a few
thoughts. First, be patient. Like really patient. You cannot make people open their eyes.
Only God can. I find it helps to think about something over which I was once ignorant
and what it is like to be ignorant - you don’t know what you don’t know. The Christian
instruction is “to do everything with love” (1 Corinthians 16:14). Second, Andy offers
some really practical tips in the bonus video (check out the link above). Simple things
like sponsoring a third world child (see Compassion Canada), watching informative
documentaries, praying grace over your meals, routinely praying for third world
countries, having a Zoom call with a missionary, and so forth can spring forth greater
awareness. Our system of exploitation and injustice did not happen overnight and things
will not be correct overnight either (unless Jesus returns tomorrow). When I get frustrated
by the darkness I remember that my holy God has more reasons than I do to be frustrated
but instead he is incredibly patient and longsuffering (Numbers 14:18, 2 Peter 3:9). Also.
Always keep in mind: it’s the shocking, negative, horrible statistics and stories that make
good headlines. There is always a faithful remnant of God’s people who are working to
follow him wholeheartedly and there are many good things happening in the world
today… we just barely heard about it. Every once and a while I head over to Good News
only networks to remind myself of this. Checkout https://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/.

3. How do we enact a cultural revolution around environmentalism when it seems like
there is a divide within the Church (e.g Mark Driscoll) around environmental
protection?
Paul: I love how the Bible describes the church as a family (cf Eph 2:19, Gal 6:10, 1 Tim
3:15). The church isn’t like a family (metaphor), it is a family (spiritual reality). We are
daughters and sons of God and brothers and sisters all belonging to the same
“household.” And just like any family, there will be gaps, disagreements and differences
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of all kinds. We won’t be all at the same point of maturity or understanding but that
doesn’t make us any less family in Christ. Check out Ephesians 4:9-16 for more on this.
What you’ll see is that our unity is not based upon mutual agreement or like maturity but
on our commitment to pursuing Christ and loving one another. In fact, the assumption in
Ephesians and elsewhere in the New Testament is that there will be many points of
disagreement and friction. This is how God grows us. So though I’m pained by Mark
Driscoll’s comments, I remember that he’s a brother in Christ and that his journey is not
in my hands but God’s. And given that this is God’s story in his life, who knows where
he’s at now? Maybe God has changed him on this point or maybe God is more concerned
about something else in his life. This is what I love about the church and what makes it so
different from the fragile and graceless unity we see in today’s “intolerant and cancel”
society. The revolution we are called to enact is not first and foremost that of
environmentalism but of love from above, the love of Christ. So let’s pray for God’s
family, for our unity despite our differences, for our love, and for our witness.

4. The Indigenous world view is also based in gratitude and stewardship. How does
your message fit with that?
Ryan: I think, to put it pretty simply, this is one element of our Indigenous’ friends’
perspective and worldview that we can celebrate, embrace, learn from, and (in ways)
adopt. It is something the Bible affirms. People can know biblical moral behaviours
without necessarily knowing the Bible. See question #2 from last week for an explanation
on how to welcome cultural aspects so long as they do not compromise biblical, Gospel
realities. Caveat: There are probably elements of Indigenous environmentalism that do
not quite fit Chrisitan perspective, so we will need to be wise.

5. How can we change our western focus on the monetary value of everything… to a
focus on values where money is not the priority?
Ryan: I do think our focus should not primarily be outward (e.g.: on society at large) but
first inward. Before asking how I can change the western world’s monetary idolization I
need to ask myself if I have any traits, habits, or rhythms of monetary idolization.
Matthew 6:24: “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the
other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God
and money.” I know it sounds trite but God really does want you to focus on, well, you,
first. Society is transformed by a million choices of a million individuals to transform
their value system and worldview. If you live in such a way that Jesus is your master
vis-a-vis money, you will be a living, breathing example of how incredible life is without
monetary idolization. Winsomely, others will notice. For more largescale, societal action
I would personally choose to involve myself in activism and charitable work that
emphasizes human dignity and community (e.g.: ministering to the poor, boards that
brainstorm ways to create affordable housing, value-driven business endeavours, etc)
rather than investing time (and, well, money!) in typical upper-middle class behaviours
that flaunt wealth (e.g.: luxurious vacations, unnecessary upscaling of homes, etc). That’s
just me though! Caveat: Remember, it’s not money itself that is evil, but the love of
money. It’s not rich people who are evil, but the love of riches. 1 Timothy 6:10.
Economic activity can most certainly be used for God’s glory.



6. How is today’s church involved in bringing believers to a place of admission of sin,
repentance, and then moving them into action?
Paul: Prayer: both personally and corporately. Ephesians 6:12 tells us that our battle is not
with “flesh and blood but against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” There’s no way for us to advance the kingdom of
God unless it’s the will of God and in his power. And after talking through what spiritual
armor we need for this battle the apostle Paul went on to say “pray in the Spirit on all
occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests” (6:18ff). Though we are Christ’s
ambassadors calling people to be reconciled to God, we are not the ones who do the
spiritual soul work of conviction that leads to repentance and belief. That’s God’s work
and why our starting, staying and end point needs to be prayer. What does that look like
at Bay Park? Joining our biweekly Thursday prayer Zoom led by Doug. Joining a
LifeGroup and participating in corporate prayer together. But prayer also needs to be a
personal habit and priority. Praying for those God has put on path and for the courage and
opportunity to point them to Jesus.
Of course prayer isn’t the only thing we do to partner with God in his work of salvation.
We also share our faith as God opens doors and gives opportunity. This too has both a
personal and corporate dimension. Corporately we run Alphas, Freedom Session and
have Back Pack Drives, Family Fun Days in our park and Christmas outreaches and
much more. It’s as simple as getting involved and/or inviting a friend. But we need to be
careful not to relegate outreach to an activity led by pastors that happens on church
property or on a Sunday morning. We gather together for corporate edification so that we
can then scatter for Kingdom impact. That’s the pattern we see in the New Testament,
especially in the book of Acts. It wasn’t just the apostle Paul pointing people to Jesus, it
was believers talking and loving their relatives, neighbours and coworkers. So in some
ways the question really comes down to “what are you doing to seek God and his
empowering in sharing your faith with those around you?” That’s how the Kingdom of
God is being built, upon our prayerfulness and love for our neighbours near and far.

7. Why in the OT does God keep telling the Israelites to do terrible things and kill
everyone?
Paul: There are definitely some difficult passages in the Bible. I’ve been reading through
the Old Testament for my daily devos and struggle when I read in Joshua. It wasn’t just
soldiers that were to be killed but women and children too. Such passages were not meant
to make us feel good but to actually cause us to stop and grapple with the horrible
consequences of sin, our own included. There’s no way to do the subject true justice in a
few words, so anything I say here will be sorely lacking. But there are few helpful
handles that I would like to share as a starting point in this conversation. The focus will
be on Israel’s conquest of the “promised land” as this event is really the epicentre of the
“terrible things.”

● When God freed the Israelites from generational slavery and gave them a home of
their own, he was also bringing long overdue judgement on those occupying the
land. As usual, there is more than one story going on. In Deut 9:4-5 we read: After
the Lord your God has driven them out before you, do not say to yourself, “The
Lord has brought me here to take possession of this land because of my



righteousness.” No, it is on account of the wickedness of these nations that the
Lord is going to drive them out before you. It is not because of your righteousness
or your integrity that you are going in to take possession of their land; but on
account of the wickedness of these nations.

● The heart and character of God combines both perfect compassion and justice.
That means that though God is long suffering and allows sinners to thrive, there
also comes a day of accounting. As with Sodom & Gomorrah (cf Gen 18:20-21)
there comes a point when God can no longer look the other way (cf also Gen
15:16). Just how bad can it get, how far will the human heart go? We have plenty
of sad examples today, but in the case of those dwelling in the promised land,
their many grievous sins included that of child sacrifice (cf Lev 18:21). If we
think that thought is sickening to us it’s even more abhorrent to God, the giver of
life in his image.

● God’s judgment only comes after generation upon generation of unyielding to his
calling and warnings (cf Gen 15:16). What takes place in a couple passages of the
Bible is an era of time. We only hear echoes of that story because the Old
Testament is focused on Israel’s story - birth, rescue, rise and fall. So we need to
be careful not to assume God wasn’t deeply involved in calling the nations Israel
drove out to repentance. In fact it’s safe to assume God was. And just as their
stubborn refusal to hear God eventually led to their downfall and judgement, so
too with Israel. Israel was not exempted.

● The reason it wasn’t just the soldiers of the land that were punished but everyone
is because this was a total eviction. Almost like a mini localized flood 2.0. In Deut
7:3-4 and other similar passages God states that without a full eviction the
Israelites would themselves turn to the very broken ways of the people they
evicted. Which is exactly what happened.

● It’s a shocking reminder that our sin often has consequences beyond us - there are
“innocent” victims and bystanders. Nobody is ever 100% innocent, that’s why the
quotes, but there are 100% victims of sin. From lying to theft, gossip to murder
there are always causaulties. This is true today as it was then.  In the case of the
nations being evicted from the land, that’s not to say that God punished the
children for the crimes of their parents, but rather that they suffered for the sins of
their fathers. Never forget that suffering does not always equal guilt, punishment
or judgement. Sometimes it’s just the heart breaking consequence of living in a
sin fallen world where people continue to willfully choose sin over God.

● God has always been and will always be perfectly just and loving. That means
God can’t simply brush aside offence. And that’s a very good thing! Say
“Tammy” is a judge. You’re brought before her because you were going 70 in a
50 trying to get to church on time. What if she said, “I’ll give you a warning this
time. Don’t do it again.” How would you feel? Good! Hopefully the lesson is



learned. What if the man who raped your sister or daughter is brought before
Tammy and she says “ you did a bad thing. I’m going to give you a warning, don’t
do it again! You’re free to go.” And what if this wasn’t the first time he had raped
someone? How would you feel?  Angry doesn’t even begin to describe how you’d
feel. You see we all long for justice and when justice collapses so does our hope.

● The beauty of Christianity is how God ultimately exercises his mercy through his
justice by sending Jesus Christ, God incarnate to die in our place (Rom 5:5-10).
God hasn’t changed throughout the OT & NT he is the righteous one who is
always working to save humanity. The shocker, or mystery of it all, is that God is
painfully gracious with his perpetually rebellious creation (Jonah 4:11).
Ultimately God is the one who pays for the penalty of our sin, the Father sent the
Son to die in our place even though the Son was truly innocent and perfect in
every way.

Ryan: A great book to read to dig deeper into this conundrum would be Is God A Moral
Monster? by Paul Copan.

8. How do you think Christians can be a good witness for Christ to people who are
atheist and passionate about the environment?
Paul: Being a good witness means having a good relationship and reputation with people.
Relationships take time, work and great care to grow. They also make connections. And a
mutual concern for the care of the environment can be a great connection. Obviously the
concern needs to be genuine and not faked. So as we do our part to care for the
environment God has entrusted us, we have a wonderful opportunity to connect with
those who are passionate about the environment. But sharing a mutual interest is not a
witness in itself. It’s a great relationship builder but it won’t necessarily point people to
Jesus. And from personal experience this is where we often fail. The encouraging part is
that there are many great God connections when engaging around the environment. Let
me share two for starters:

1. Our passion for the environment is rooted in our love of God and gratitude to him.
How the beauty, order, intricacy and balance of the natural world all point to a
divine artist. So though we are concerned about the environmental impact our
actions have on future generations, our passion for the environment is not first and
foremost a matter of survival but of gratitude to its Creator.

2. Environmental issues point to a deeper spiritual reality - namely that we as
humans are wonderful and broken. That the root cause of our environmental woes
is the human heart - selfishness, greed and apathy. Here’s where we can point
people to Jesus. As the one who has the power to clean up the most polluted of all
environments, namely that of our heart, mind and soul.

9. In the idea it could be then that climate change, biodiversity, etc are just symptoms
of the real disease. What do you say to the super church pastors who claim since
God will come back and burn it all, then why not use it all up?
Ryan & Paul: This is a great question. Andy addressed some of the concerns in various
ways throughout the message. It might be helpful to check out the video again and listen

https://www.youtube.com/watch?rel=0&v=jnEtyIm78Ac&feature=youtu.be


to the first live Q&A. What we would say to the megachurch pastor would be similar to
what we would say to any other Christian who claims everything is just going to “burn
up.” Although, as a fellow pastor, I would caution the mega-church pastor that the scope
of his influence makes these ideas even more worrisome. Also refer to our answer to
question #4 a few pages above.


